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Memo No.: 30/ALLO/2025 Date: 10/11/2025
To
The Additional Chief Secretary
&

Land Reforms Commissioner

Department of Land & Land Reforms and
Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation
Nabanna, 6" Floor. Howrah.

Sub: Symposium on Departmental Works.
Respected Sir,

As a responsible organization of the departmental cadre, we are not only answerable to our
cadres for raising of our demands for better service condition, due time promotion and legitimate
transfer etc. but also for our responsibility to enhance our skill by organizing workshops and
symposiums for up-skilling and re-skilling the cadres, to serve the co-citizens of the State, more
efficiently.

We have observed that in the prevailing socio-economic biome, even after the evolution of the
infrastructure and departmental services in various fields, such as e-Bhuchitra modules, Land
management system etc., there remains a wide gap between the demand and the expected service
delivered in time, from our department's end.

There are various reasons for the same, such as the lack of officials due to long standing
vacancies, inadequate infrastructure, improper implementation of the Governments flagship projects
etc. On the other hand, the lack of experience and knowledge sometimes compels the officers to
make unintentional mistakes raising the eyebrows of the law and order enforcing authorities and
judicial forums which occasionally results in media trials. In such a situation, we feel the urge to
pull up the socks of the officials in order to brighten the image of the officials of the L&LR and RR
& R Department.

With this august vision, we recently, organized two symposia cum workshop at two citadels of
our State, one at Siliguri, held on 13/09/2025 and the other in Kolkata, on 01/11/2025. In both the
occasions, we have made our focus upon the contemporary subjects in tune with the Government
policy for citizen centric works, legal procedures as well as to augment revenue generation, for the
State exchequer. In spite of the busy schedule, extreme workload of the vulnerable urban and semi-
urban block offices, the Revenue Officers, the SRO-IIs and other Officers of the department, along
with other officials at block level, have overwhelmingly supported our endeavour, and attended both
the sessions of our workshop which is honestly, beyond our expectations. We have felt that the
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officials are in desperate need to update their knowledge and skill, to serve in a much better and
efficiently.

We also feel that the department should consider of organizing retraining along with hands on
training, throughout the year, on a regular basis.

With our limited resource, we have shared our available expertise and rubbed shoulders with
our brethren. Our association would like to continue such effort in future, to refurbish our excellence.
This effort may help the officials to raise their head in pride to discharge their duties. It is needless to
mention here that we also organize virtual workshops on regular basis.

Such small efforts of our association have also got the attention of the media. The english daily
newspaper like The Statesman dated 15/09/2025, The Times of India, dated 07/11/2025 and bengali
daily newspaper Ei Samay, dated 08/11/2025, have reported upon our initiatives. (Copy enclosed)

We strongly believe that as part and parcel of the department, we have the legitimate right to
raise our demand before the authority as well as the due responsibility to raise the efficiency and
excellence of the cadres of the department.

Commensurate to our endeavour of organised efforts, for re-skilling the cadres of this
department, we also couldn't ignore their legitimate demands of upgrading service conditions, timely
promotions and recruitment, implementation of rational transfer policy and its timely execution,
future restructuring of the WBLR Service, and last but not the least, the protection of cadres from
hooligans and land mafias, which issue, we raise to your good office, frequently. In some occasions,
our association also received prompt reply from your end for which we are thankful to your good
office.

On behalf of our association, I hope you will be kind enough to recognize and appreciate our
stand and adjudge our demands raised from time to time, for the sake of smooth and efficient
functioning of this vast department, which, definitely calls for participation of the mid-level cadres in
modern methods of managements of land issues and its administration.

This is submitted for your kind information and action.
Enclo: The news clippings published in the dailies as mentioned above.

Yours faithfully,

i 2 .t
] . ]
o Fhaaas e

KRISHANU DEB
General Secretary

Memo No.: 30/1/ALLO/2025 Date: 10/11/2025

1. The Director of Land Records & Survey, and Jt. LRC, West Bengal with a request to look
into the matter.
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KRISHANU DEB
General Secretary
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Massive landslide snaps

North Sikkim road links;

Govemment 1ssuesredalert, publicadvisory

MANASR
Siligur, 14 September

major landslide
triggered by
relentless overnight
rain has cut off
Upper Dzongu from the rest
of North Sikkim, severely
damaging the vital
Phidang-Sangklangroad near
the Phlddng Bridge and Ring
Khola early Sunday morning.

Eyewitnesses said an entire
stretch of the hillside caved
in, sending debris crashing
down the slopes and making
vehicular movementimpossible.
Several other roads in the
district remain blocked amid
fears of fresh slides as heavy
rainfall continues.

The collapse has stranded
commuters and disrupted
daily transport in one of
Sikkim's most isolated regions,
underscoring the state’s
vulnerability to extreme weather.
Only days ago, four people

were killed in a separate

19-Sardong-Lungzick GPU.

damage, and assured support.

landslide in another part of
Sikkim.

Gurung was caught in the
slide near his home around 8
pam, and his

Al

dslide at Upper Sardong, Was:
Lama Gaon Ward, Gyalshing ~ from the debris at 10.30 p.m.
district, on 13 September MLA and Tourism Advisor
claimed thelifeof RajenGurung ~ Sudesh K Subba visited the
(47), panchayat president of  bereaved family, reviewed the

The Gyalshing District
Administration, in coordination
with DDMA, Health, Forest,
QRTsand local villagers, swiftly
carriedoutsearchandrescue
operations.

ASP Sonam Wangdi Bhutia,

DPO Ganesh Kumar Rai and
Panchayat representatives
also joined the efforts.

In response, the Sikkim
State Disaster Management
Authority (SSDMA) and the
District Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) haveissued
anurgent landslide alert and
a public advisory. The notice
warnsof heightened risk across
severallocations and calls for
extreme caution: Avoid travelling

through landslide-prone zones

unless absolutely necessary.
- Stay vigilant for cracks,

unusual water flow or soil

movement near your home.
- Avoidstayingin

Portal) for real-time weather
updates. Call local disaster
management teams or the
State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) immediately

completely blocking traffic.

Acting swiftly, a relief team

led by Jai Prakash, Commandant

of the 72nd Battalion SSB

(Yuksam), reached the spot
h

structures.

- Follow official traffic
advisories and updates from
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD).

- Download the Sachet
App (National Disaster Alert

in case of emergency.

Officials stressed that residents
must remain alert and follow
instructions until conditions
improve.

Heavy rainfall triggered the
fall of a massive tree on the
Melli-Aching-Nambu road,

witl . cleared the
tree and debris, and restored
the road for public use. The
prompt action, taken under
adverse weather conditions,
drew appreciation from local
authorities, residents and
travellers.

Landreformsofficersdiscusskeyissueson Minor
Mineralsand Tea GardensatSiligurisymposium

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
siliguri, 14 September

The Associationof Landand
Land Reforms Officers, West
Bengal, organised a
symposium in Siliguri on
Saturday under the theme
“Agility and Exchanges of
Views Will Make It Happen.”
The event focused on three
major areas — E-Bhuchitra,
Tea Gardens, and Minor
Minerals —which are central
totheofficers’workin North
Bengal.

Spcakcrs Subhrangshu
Basu, Doma Lhamu Bhutia,
and Pranabesh Purkait delivered

detailed presentations onthe
respective topics. Participants
discussed how new digital
tools, cvolvmg policies and

stocks by district
administrations, particularly
seizures made during the
MONSOON season.

tricter measures
could improve governance in
land and resource management
across the region.

The session covered the

dealt with Section 6(3) of the

Officials at the symposium
noted that issues concerning
lcagﬂtdcns and minor minerals
in North Bengal are not only
tied tostaterevenue butalso
to local livelihoods,

West Bengal Estate Acq
Act, 1953, payment of salami
and thelatest dcvclcpmcn[s

‘minor mineral
enforcement measures,
reclassification of minerals,
issuance of Letters of Intent
(Lols) and other clearances,

renewal and post
of leases, penalties for delays
or defaulls by lessees,

and tourism. They said such
discussions help improve
coordination  between
government departments and
officers working in the field.

matters,
and the currcnl status of
closed or a d tea

faster decision- makmg,
transparency,and th

officers, and the latest
developmentsinenforcement.
A special focus was placed
on the e-auction of seized

gardens. The Tea Tourism
and Allied Business Policy
2019 and itsimpact on North
Bengal were also discussed.

of ideas would strengthen
land reforms administration
and resource management
in North Bengal.

Wax idol

Ahead of the upcoming Durga Puja, an artist is busy
crafting the Durga idol with wax in Kolkata. sx:

Classified _

Threesiblings
charredtodeathas
firebreaksoutin
Murshidabad’s
Bhagwangola

AGENCIES
Kolkata, 14 September

In a tragic incident, three siblings aged
between seven to nine years, died in a fire
while they were asleep, police said.

The incident took place in the early
‘morning hours of Sunday at Bhagwangola
in West Bengal's Murshidabad district.

Two of them were twin brothers while
the other was an infant.

According to the police, a fire broke out
at a house belonging to a person named
Shayan Sheikh.

He was not at his home at that time.

His wife Sarjeena Bibi was sleeping with
her twin sons Sahil Sheikh (9), Adil Sheikh
(9) and newborn girl Sajida Khatun (6).

Police said that Sarjeena was audden]y

3-century-oldSeoraphuliRajbariDurga Puja
‘bodhar’heldsixdays aheadof Mahalaya

HEMANTJACOB
Hooghly, 14 September

The three-century-old Durga
Puja of Seoraphuli Rajbari has
held fasttoitsunique traditional
rituals and culture over the
years. It does not run parallel
withtheusual DurgaPujarites
and appearances. The
uniqueness of this Puja has
drawn devotees from far and
near, and earned a reputable
place on the state tourism
map.
ThePujawas started by the
i li, Manohar

Roy. whose estate extended
as far as Burdwan. Once, for
the benefit of his subjects, he
ordered the digging of a huge

‘water bodyat Patuliin Burdwan.
Traditional lore has it that he
dreamt of Goddcsscs Durga
intheformof Devi

who told him to free her
Astadhatu idol (made from
eighttypesof metals) embedded
deep in the soil where the
water body was dug.

To everyone’s surprise, an
Astadhatu idol of Devi
Sarvamangla did surtacc as
thepond

in a specially built temple for
thedeity in the estate premises
atSeoraphuli. Thlswasm1734
Theidolof DeviSarvama
(a form of Durga) is not
accompanied by her children
Lakshmi, Saraswati, Kartick
and Ganesh. Thelionsherides
looks morelikeahorse (called
haya griba). Over the years,
the Raja’s descendents have

the Vijaya
Dashami, but is worshiped
round the year. On the four
daysof Durga Puja, the present
generation of the Raja's
descendents cometogetherin
theSeoraphuli Rajbaritoseek
blessings of the Goddesses.
This legend, and the belief
in the dwme powers of the
Devi laof Seoraphuli
Rajbari, has spread far and
wide, drawingalarge number

followed this form of the
o -

300-year-old rituals, which
are quite different from the
usual Durga Puja rituals.
Ashish Ghosh, a present
generation family member,
said: “The Bodhan (the day
the worship of Durga begins)
Startssixdaysahead of Mahalaya.
(that is, tomorrow). The idol

yyear.
theyears, these traditions and
practices have notonly enjoyed
the patronage of the Muslim
rulersbut thatof the European
administrators as well. One
can have a glimpse of a big
brass bell hanging within the
temple that had been gifted
by aBritish leader eventoday.
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PROF. Tapas
Basu, inveterate teacher,

intellectual  powerhouse, are caried

wonderful_human, passed

away on 08 Sept 2025. He Fissioticost

leaves behind his wife on our website

Mamata Basu,
Sohini Basu and son-in-law
Pulak Halder as well as the
many minds he inspired with
his boundless scholarship,
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Sarjeena saw that the house was filled
with smoke.

Unable tounderstand anything, she left
the house alone.

However, her h

WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRIC-IT‘Y
DISTRIBUTION COMPAN

and she couldn't go inside.

As a result, three siblings, who were
sleepingin the house, were burnt to death.

Later, the fire department also reached
the spot and extinguished the fire.

After the fire was doused, the three
children were rescued from the house in a
burnt condition.

Readers are requested fo make

his liberal ideas, his kind- They totheNashipur primary

ness, generosity, wit and health centre, where the doctor declared

humour. Prof Basu was them brought dead.

Head of the Department of “Initial investisation sugeests tha

Poltical | Scionce i - Initial investigation suggests that the
fagatw f Assawces 4| Rammohan College, fir byashort circuit. However,
Kndkat, rectsed i Bosk | | Kolkata. %*m in this incident, the fire also spread to the

hut of Shayan Sheikh's two brothers Swapan
and Nayan. Their houses were also burnt
to ashes. Three children died in the fire,” a
senior police officer of Murshidabad district
said.
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Local MLA Reyat | reached
the spot after receiving the news.

“The incident took place at around 1
am. on Sunddy All three houses were
burnt to ashes in the fire. The police will
investigate the cause of the fire. However,
three children died in the fire. It is a very
tragic incident. We are standing by the
bereaved family and will try to help the
family in every way possible,” Sarkar said.
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CORPORATE BUZZ
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SMPK wins Maritime Excellence
Award in Heritage Category

Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMPK) was
honoured with the Maritime Excellence Award in the
Heritage Category on October 30, at the India Maritime
Week 2025, recognising its long-standing contribution
to India’s maritime growth and its cultural legacy. The
award was presented by Sarbananda Sonowal, union
minister, and Shantanu Thakur, minister of state, Min-
istry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, to Rathendra
Raman, chairperson, and Samrat Rahi, deputy chairper-
son. Senior officials of the port witnessed the moment
and celebrated this significant achievement that reflects
SMPK’s enduring legacy, collective dedication, and con-
tinued pursuit for maritime excellence. This recognition
added a new gem to SMPK’s crown, recognising 155 years
of dedicated service, tracing its remarkable journey
from being a historic maritime gateway of Eastern India
to a dynamic, forward-looking port that anchors trade,
connectivity and economic development of the region.
Raman appreciated the relentless efforts of the entire
SMPK team led by Rahi.

Association of Land and Land
Reforms Officers, West Bengal news

The Association of Land and Land Reforms Officers,
West Bengal, organised a symposium in Kolkata under
the theme ‘Agility and Exchanges of Views Will Make
It Happen’. It focused on three areas — e-Bhuchitra and
related aspects, land tribunal related matters and minor
minerals with special emphasis on brick field modules —
which are pertinent issues to the officers’ working in the
districts near Kolkata. The speakers delivered presenta-
tions on the respective topics. Participants from adjoin-
ing districts discussed how new digital tools, evolving
policies and stricter enforcement measures could im-

prove management of land record with special reference
to government land and resource management across
the region. The session covered the new features of
e-Bhuchitra, disputes arising in land tribunal and issues
related to brick field management, fundamentals of pow-
ers to revenue officers, and the latest developments in
enforcement. Focus was on Free Hold Title Deed (FHTD),
compliance proceedings upon the judgments delivered in
the Land Tribunals, etc.

Balmer Lawrie awareness walk

As part of Vigilance Awareness Week, Balmer Lawrie
organised an Awareness Walk on Vigilance—Our Shared
Responsibility on November 2. The walk was led by func-
tional directors of the company. Employees participated
in large numbers. Similar walks were also organised in
all the other three regions.

BOPT (ER) holds workshop

"
Tam

|

The Board of Practical Training (Eastern Region)
[BOPT(ER)], Ministry of Education, Gol, organised a
workshop on implementation of the Apprenticeship
Embedded Degree Programme (AEDP) on October 31.
BOPT(ER) aims to develop skilled manpower, making
graduates more employable in today’s job market. The
workshop brought together stakeholders from academia,
and industry to deliberate on strategies for effective im-
plementation of the AEDP—an initiative by AICTE that
integrates apprenticeship training within formal higher
education curricula. The event commenced with lamp
lighting and welcome address by Dr SM Ejaz Ahmad, di-
rector, BOPT(ER), who stated: “The programme ensures
that students graduate not only with academic knowl-
edge but also with real-world industrial experience, mak-
ing them job-ready from day one. Our aim is to create an
ecosystem where learning and earning go hand in hand.”
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